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CUBA

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
mihute and to revise and extend his
remarks,) :

} _ Mr. Speaker, I read in
the press that supersecret negotiations’
are going on in-Havana, Cuba, to my
amazement and shock between a Mr,
Dofigvan, who Happéns to be a candidate,
fot'the U.S. Senate, and Fidel Castro for
the release of Cuban prisoners to result
in turning $60 million to Castro largely
in foodstuffs—thus permitting Castro to
overcome his food mistakes and the New
Frontier to try to apologize for its Bay
of Pigs mistakes.

I Have sent a wire to the President, the
Seére "DIETérise, and the Comp-
troller General of the United States, ask-
ing the following questions H

1. What authority exists for anyone to
negotiate for payment in U.S. Government
owned foodstuffs to Castro and the Com-
munists? B o

2. How much In U.S.-owned foodstuffs and -

other things of value are being made ava'.Il-_E%y .

able for this purpose? .

.3. What right does Donovan or any other,
private citizen have to negotiate with Castro
and an enemy government?

4. If Donovan is negotiating on behalf of
private citizens only, what right does he have
under the Logan. Act to do so, let alone a
violation of recent policy statement of the
Congress? Does not his visit to Cuba re--
quire Government approval?

5. If Donovan is negotiating in a manner
that obligates the U.S. Government to make
up the difference between contributions and
the $60 million demanded, is he doing so as
an agent of the U.S. Government?

6. Why has not a full disclosure of all the
facts been made before the deal is closed
hetween Cdstro and Donovan?

I add this following question:

According to the Department of State’s
reply to me by Frederick G. Dutton, As-
sistant Secretary, March 10, 1962, when
I asked for the recognition of a free
non-Communist government-in-exile be
made, he said: .

There are, as you know, & number of U.S.
citizens who still reside in Cuba. The Swiss
are trying to assist them, including some
who are in prison.

Why are nof actions being taken to get
American eftizens out. of prison in Cuba?
I include the eptireJetter of March 10
as .4 magterpiece of doubletalk, wishy-
washy “accommodation” poliéi® on
Cuba following my wire yesterday to the
President, Secretary of State, and the
Comptroller General, protesting this
effort to strengthen Castro and Cuba:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, D.C., March 10, 1962.
Hon, Wittxam C. CRAMER, I
House of Representatives.

Dear Mr. CraMEeEr: The Department has
been requested to reply to your telegram of
February 3, 1062 to the President in which
you expressed your conicétn over the plight
of the Tamps cigar Industry resulting from
the embargo on trade with Cuba and in
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undertaken designed to effect the downfall
of the Castro regime.

You may be assured that in recommending
that an embargo be imposed upon trade
with Cuba. the Department carefull consid-
ered the impact this measure might have
upon the domestic $obacco industry.: In the
light of the' decisions taken at the reéﬁﬁm,
meeting of Foreign Ministers at Pifhita del
Este with respect té the Communist Castro
threat to the hemlsphere and consldering
that the Communist Cuban Government was
continuing to earn dollars through Bales_of”
its products in the United States, it was
determined that such an embargo ‘would be
both timely and in the overall nationa? iriter-
est. The Department is confident that. the
patriotic citizens of the Tampa area com-
prehend the desirability of depriving the
Comrmunist regime pf Cuba of badly needed
dollar income. o

‘The Department appreciates receiving sug-
gestions which may advance our policy with
respect to Cuba. Your recommendations
have been particularly welcome and the
courses of actlon you -advocate have re-
ceived and will cdptinié to receive most
careful consideratidn béged ubon our na-

tional interests, incfuding outr“nternational

obligations and conmnftrfients.
The Deparment i5 pleased to take this
opportunity to comment on the various pro-
posals you have niade. .
RECOGNITION AND, §UPPORT OF 4 CUBAN GOV-
e ERNMENT IN EXILE
The recognition of o Government of Cuba
n#ktts at this time is not in the national
tterestof the United States pecause neither
the Government af itzerland nor any other
government could then represent U.8. inter-.
ests before the Lesito regime. . Were. o gov-
efnment~in-pile, farmed, and, showuld. the
United States regoghize sugh s, governiment,
the United States wdld have to look to that
government and Dok the Castro government
for the fulfillment of Cuban obligations. In
addition, there are, s you know, a number
of U.S. citizens who still reside in Cuba. The
Swiss are trylng to; assist them, including
some who are in prison and who can only
be reached through the efforts of the Swiss

Embassy in Havana. . L
PREVENTION OF THE $HIPMENT OF WAR MATE-
RIEL BY THE SINORSOVIET BLOC TO CUBA

Underlying an announcement, such as you
suggest, that the Unlted States will not per-
mit the shipment of war materiel to Cuba
by the Sino-8aviet Mloc 1s, of course, the in-
tention to insure” that the terms of the
announcement are fulfifled. Efective pre-
vention of these shipinents may -entail inter-
ference with shipping on the high seas, ex-
pose the United Statgs and 1i1s allies to recip-
rocal treatment, anfl thus exacerbate the
already tensé in’tferrtptlonal sttuation. You
may be assured, However, that close atten-
tioh is belisg paid T the ‘military bulldup
in Cyba, with specia] reference to the grow-
ing Cuban potential for intervention and
subversion in Latin America.

PAYROLL AT GUANTANAMO BASE

The Department of the Navy has informed
the Department of State that the Cuban na-
tionals employed at t8¢ base are for the most
part skjlled workers’ who have given long
and faithful service to the United States. °
Most of them have U.S. etvil sérvice status
ahd represent Iam}ulés whd havé worked for
the naval base for seyeral generations. Like
other employces of thc base, they are pald
in 'U.S. cufrency. :

When consideration was given to paying
these employees in Cluban pesos in order to
avoid supplying the Communist Cuban Gov-
cernment with foreigh exchange, it was de-
termined that this filan would not benefit
the United States. The peso introduced by
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rejected by free woria tracoers us u megium
of international exchange and Cuban pesos
are unobtainable outside Cuba. Therefore,
in order to obtain pesos to pay ihe Cuban
employees of the base, Guantinamo officials
would have tf purchase pesos from the Na-
iR Bl (Juba for the whole amount,
koIl for Cuban nationals at
shge rate cet by the Cuban
- 1 peso for 1 dollar.
pro ately 1,100 of the 3,150 Cuban
natlonals #tiployed at the base now reside
on the bgse, only a small portion of the
dollar wages presently paid that group re-
turns to the Cuban economy. ‘Fhus, fewer-
dollard are supplied the Castro regime under
the present payment procedure than would
be the case under the alternative of pay-
ment in Cuban currency.
AID TO LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES UNDER THE
ALLTANCE FOR PROGRESS PROGRAM

As you know, the Alllance for Frogress 18
a 10-year program of mutual cooperation
amornlg the American Republics, from which
Cuba has been excluded. The contribution
of effort and resources which the Latin
American Republics are expected to make
will outwelgh by far the contribution of
capifal which they will receive from the
United States and other sources. A number
of the Latin American. countries are con-
fronted with serious domestic political prob-
lems which stem in part from the inroads
made by Castro-Commuhists and other ex-
tremist elements. To contain and overcome
such threats to their stability, the govern-
ments of these nations require our ald to
improve the political, economic, and social
climate in their respective countries so that
orderly progiess may be made within a demo-
opatie frimework. To withhold our assist-
ahce wollld'In many instances further weaken
the very nations’ that, for the above-men-
tloned reasons find that it is politically un-
feasible at this time to undertake steps, such
as sanctions, against the Communist Cuban
Government. Lo

AID TO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES

The United States extends assistance to
two Communist countries, Poland and ¥Yuygo-
slavia. However, this ald is in no way
channeled to Cuba or to any. third country.
The recent press report that one of the Yugo-
slav frelghters carrying Jet aircraft pur-
chased in the United States stopped at Ha-
bansa for 5 days “under a compleie blackout”
is unfounded. Reliable and verified infor-
mation avallable to this Government indi-
cates conclusively that none of the Yugoslav
ships carrying these planes touched Cuba.
In this connection I am enclosing for con-
venlent refere a copy of Becretary Rusk's
statement before the Select Committee on
Export Control of the House of Representa-
tives.

" The Department sympathizes with the
plight of the cigar industry employees af
Tampa. At _the Department’s request, the
Department of Labor has provided the fol-
lowing information with respect to the im-
pact of the embargo in that area and the
steps that. have been taken to date by that
Department: - :

Immediately upon announcement of the
ban on Cuban Imports the Secretary of Labor
dispatched a representative of the U.S. Em-
ployment Service .to Tampa to investigate
the effects on employment of the embargo
on Cuban tobacco. The area’s labor force
amounts to about 280,000 with about 3.800
engaged in the tobacco industry in Tampa.
Local estimates indicate the supply of to-
bacco on hand is adequate for another 6 to
12 months of normal operations. This has
been substantiated by Mr. James Corral,
president of the Cigar Manufacturers Asso-

ciation.
there {s_a_special pro-
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oUu may know,
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fuee law which provides for a uniform bere -
fit year beginning in May for clgarworkeyrs
in Ii:illshorough Cuunty (Tampa). This pre-
Serves  and” males usabie workers' wap:
credits prior to their layoff for a longer Ke-
riod of time.
Only three plants in the ares use 100 per.
cent Habana tebacco. The Secretary of La-

‘bor is keeping currently-informed on . the

developments in this area and has taken
steps to gather pertipent Information to de-
t@@ﬁline the magnitude of the problem and to
actielerate the activity 8t the logal public
employment office in developing job oppoy -
tunities for those individuals whp may be
affected by this actidn.  Public employment
officials in tihe Tgmpa area are alsp working
with State and 16¢a] government officials to
develop plans tumaiﬂntqlnemployment sta-
billiy in the indusﬁgx and to previde, job
opportunities for unémployed WOrkers, :
Please call on us It we it Bé 62 any fu-
ther assistance to you. ' ;
Sincerely youts, Ve o
FreEDEnICK 'G. DuTron,

o ket gt Seeretary.

The Honorable Joun E. BENNEDY,-
President of the United. States,
The White House, Washington, D.C.» .
Regarding * $60_ million ' fopdstuffs and
medicine ex¢hange ds ra) ). Igr. Cuban
prisoners, which by all nﬁv@%oﬂs 1s to inw
cludeUS.-owned, taxpaygpspaid-for food-
stuffs to make up the.q#
voluntéered funds and the |
anded, I strongly protegt. this o any exe
penditure of taxpayers’ meyey through U8B

‘owned foodstuffs for the ransom. of Cuban

prisoners as being contraty to the basle
statement of bolicy by Congress calling for
and authorizing specific action to rid this
hemisphere of Castro.and communism, In
view of the strong public protest against the
tractors-for-prisoners propogal, and in vigw,

of the downgrading of our prestiga.as the

leading natlon of the free natlonsg of :
world by thus admitting ouyr participas

tion in and backing of ‘the Bay of Pips.

invasion and our conciliatory attitude
toward Castro and having introduced reso-
Iutions opposing both the tractors deal and
the $62 million ransom deal, I feel I must
express my deep concern and shock dver the
secret negotiations that are even yet not
fully revealed between the United States
through a private citizen and Castro. In
view of the restrictive Ianguage written into
the mutuatl’ securlty ' ;bill lnstructing the
withholding of aid to countries that do busi-
ness (trade) with Castro and the House
Cuban resolution calling for strong and
aflirmative dction to get rid of Castro and
the Communists, I am specifically request-
ing information as to what possible authority
exists for the spending of any portion of the
360 miilion by the Giovernment of the United
States in baynient of ransom to the enemy
Commumist Fidel Castro and, further, even
If such legal authority exigts, which is un-
known to me, how can the United States
be put in the position of strengthening Cas-
tro and commuiiism on the one hand by de-
livering shippiénts to Cuba of $60 million
worth of Ameérican substance, when calling
on the other Hand for all other countries to
stop all other types. of shipments to Cuba.
How 4gro-faced AR our foreign policy ob-
Jectives  ve?” How 4Alcopsistent can our ac.
tions be? How  ¢onfused . the entire free
world must be? Jstarically, the United
States has never paid ransom or indemnity
and this precedent will_colne to haunt the
United States and the free world in the
future. I apy g that this supersecres
negou&ﬁqp. v Halt before irrep-
arable  dan e o Prestige is done.
It is furtheg,. | Joble 0 me that,
and I, ques i .pf, a private
citizemn, “namsly Dapovan, would be al.
lowedd 40 negothrte Wity an enemy govern-
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ment .on behalf of the United States—wiil
the Castro government—-declarsd -0 be an
enemy. government Ly the Congress in its
resolution and by the President In invoking
the Trading 'With the Enemy Act to prevent

- the Inghipment of Havana tobacco of recent

date. . ‘Buch negotiations are congidered a
violation of the spirit if not the letter of
the Logan Act and it has been the general
policy of Congress to oppose any trade with
the enemy as set farth in the Trading With
the Enemy .Act. Thess basic policies for
freedom and against communism are all
being violated in my opinion in this abor-
tive deal--and I strongly protest making
Castro stronger, our anti-Communist ef-
forts a laughing stock throughout the world,
and the establishment of a policy of paying
taxpayer money to Castrd for 1ndgmlli§y
and ransom Inherent in this supetsecret
deal, kept secret purposely and negotiated by
a private cltizen. I speq;ﬁmﬂcall}j"m‘%k these

g$stéw,'r,
- What authority exists for anyone to

negotiate for.payment in U.8. Government-
owned fToodstuffs to Castro and the Com-
munists? "

2. How much in U.8.-owned fopdstuffs and
other things of value are béing made avail-
able for this purpose? .

8. What right does Donovan or any
other private citizen have to negotiate with
Castro and an enemy government? .

4. If Donovan is negotlating on behalf of
private citizens only, what right does he
have wunder the Logan Actto do ‘so—1Iet
alone a yiolation of recent poliey statement
of the Congress? Doesn’t his visit to Cubsa
require iovernment approval? .

&. L. BDonovan is Degotiating in a manner
that obligates the Mg, Goverpment to make
up the difference between contributions and
the $60 fnillion demanded, 18 he doing so as
an agent of the U.S. Government?

6. Why hasn’t a full disclésure of all the
facts been made before the deal is closed
hetween Castro and Donovan?

Wirttam C. CrRAMER,

o o e .
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